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The Information Edge 
 QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER  

THIS QUARTERS FOCUS ON INFRASTRUCTURE & TRANSPORATION 

 
   

 
  

I N F R A S T R UC T U R E  

CHANGES AT USDOT 
On January 7, 2021 USDOT 

Secretary Elaine Chao 

resigned in advance of the 

incoming Biden nominee Pete 

Buttigieg.  

Chao, the wife of Republican 

Senator Mitch McConnell of 

Kentucky, was the first Cabinet 

Member of President Trump to 

formally resign ahead of 

appointment from the 

incoming administration. 

See “USDOT Secretary Out” 

L E G I S L A T I O N  

YOUR TAX $$ AT WORK 
With the incoming Biden 

Administration, several 

policies towards infrastructure, 

climate, and the legislation to 

fund them will be a 180 from 

the Trump years. 

While President Trump 

attempted to get infrastructure 

spending bills done during his 

administration that were more 

traditional in scope, he was 

continually combatted by 

House Democrats that wanted 

more. 

Now, they will get more…. 

See “New Sheriff in Town” 

T H E  G R I D  

 ELECTRIFICATION 
Do you like electric cars? Well, 

get ready for a whole new 

agenda to electrify the nation’s 

highways and byways and all 

points in between as part of 

what will be the Green New 

Deal. 

Expect to see this theme on 

getting the US greener on the 

road to what will be claimed as 

the salvation of our planet. 

As policies start to be formed 

to become law backed with our 

tax dollars, accountability 

cannot be abandoned. 

See “Don’t Flush our Money” 
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NEW SHERIFF IN TOWN 

Former Mayor Pete Buttigieg is the formal nominee for USDOT 

Secretary, ushering in new policies towards one of the largest 

divisions of government. With no apparent experience in 

infrastructure, shipping, rail, or trucking – that did not stop Joe Biden 

from nominating Pete to this post.  

As will be reflected in a Biden Administration, policies for so called 

“social justice” and climate change will be at the center of Nominee 

Buttigieg’s legislative agenda that can be expected to roll out for the 

sectors this department will impact. 

We can only hope that those policies will also repair and replace 

worn out roads, bridges, and ports while somehow protecting the 

jobs of those that perform the task of transporting a nation’s supply 

chain. 

USDOT Secretary Out 
After what would be called a less than stellar stay at the 

USDOT, Secretary Chao took the option of abandoning the 

sector early with a resignation effective January 11, 2021 

citing the Capitol unrest on January 6, 2021. DOT General  

Counsel Steve Bradbury will serve in the interim. 

While some in trucking lauded her tenure, Chao muddied 

the waters for drivers Hours of Service changes, impacting 

driver safety. Additionally, her actions and initiatives for 

autonomous vehicles formally usher in an era designed to 

promote technology that has many safety and security 

issues. While some may find this path desirable, the human 

beings currently holding the positions this tech could 

replace see government funding and promoting the end to 

their careers. 
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DON’T FLUSH OUR MONEY 
  

Every electric car purchased gets a US taxpayer funded 

rebate of $7500. Whether the discontinued Volt or a very 

nice Tesla, you and I fund these sales. Currently electric car 

sales make up less than 10% of all cars sold in the US. 

The average electric car takes 12 hours to charge. Meaning 

you drive it in the day and come home at night to plug it in. 

Now, for around town driving and in urban areas, this might 

be ideal. However, most of America drives more than the 

average e-car can provide in battery time.  

Curious – are most folks willing to swap their fossil fueled 

cars that can go anywhere and fuel up all over going to wait 

on the side of the road to get a 12 hour charge? 

Will it always be this way? No. Battery tech is evolving in 

charge time and reliability. However, there are 

environmental issues with the batteries PLUS the fact most 

are made in China. China controls most of the rare earth 

minerals needed for the current generation of batteries. Do 

you really want to invest in a tech that China owns? 

Then there are the power issues to charge the cars. 

Currently the US infrastructure would need to DOUBLE its 

energy output if we snapped our fingers and all cars 

became e-cars overnight. How will that happen in an 

administration that will be waging war against the fossil fuel 

industry? 

Even though the US is about to enter 1 party rule for at least 

2 years, that does not give that party the right to flush your 

taxes down the toilet. Congress must be accountable and 

answer questions about a plan, its impact, the cost, and 

where those monies come from. 
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